
I hope that this first newsletter of the 
2011 – 2012 school year finds every-
one doing well and excited about what 
lies ahead.  I am certainly looking for-
ward to serving as your CATFACS 
president this year. 
 
The board has been hard at work al-
ready.  If you haven’t done so, you 
must visit the CATFACS website, 
www.catfacs.org.  Our website will con-
tinue to be our main mode of communi-
cation this year so please visit it often 
for announcements and updates. 
 
We have been working to make this 
year’s winter conference one for all 
FACS teachers and have a special 
“strand” of sessions just for our middle 
level teachers. The theme of this year’s 
conference is “Activate, Stimulate, Cre-
ate” The conference, upon your re-
quest, has been moved  to the Em-
bassy Suites Hotel just off of I-25 at the 
Crossroads Boulevard exit.  The whole 
conference kicks off on Thursday, 
January 26 at 5:00 pm with our keynote 
speaker, Kim Bevill of Gray Matters.  
Kim will be providing us with the latest 
information on brain research and how 
to ACTIVATE,  and STIMULATE the 
students in your classrooms. The con-
ference will end on Saturday January 
28 at noon. Please plan on arriving be-
tween 3:30 and 5:00 to sign in and pick 
up your nametag and get checked in to 
your room.   

 
I would like to encourage everyone to at-
tend this year’s conference.  We had over 
150 teachers in attendance at last year’s 
conference and we would like to have 
even more this year.  Please pass the in-
formation along to your colleagues, CTE 
directors, principals, and friends in FACS.  
Registration materials are available now 
on the CATFACS website, 
www.catfacs.org .  Please note the early 
registration deadline of January 6, 2012. 
 
Membership seems to be holding steady 
but there are many of you out there who 
have not renewed either by accident or by 
choice.  I would like to encourage you to 
renew your membership if you have let it 
“go”, or consider joining if you never have 
before.  Membership in CATFACS (and 
by way of affiliation, CACTE) keeps you 
abreast of everything happening in CTE in 
Colorado as well as nationwide.  These 
are challenging times for us all and your 
membership makes a more powerful 
voice. 
 
Please be in touch and best wishes to you 
all for a wonderful year.   
 
See you in January! 
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Banquet and Social: Autumn Francis 
 
 
Canvas and Cocktails at CATFACS Winter Conference 2012 
This year, we are adding a "special event" after the opening ceremony Thursday night 
at the CATFACS Winter Conference.  We will be hosting a "Canvas and Cocktails" 
Canvas-To-Go event.  So what is Canvas and Cocktails? The studio based out of 
Cherry Creek, will set up at shop at the Embassy Suites in Loveland.  They bring all 
required painting materials: brushes, canvases, paint, aprons, and a fun energetic in-
structor.  This instructor then "teaches" us how to paint the featured painting of the 
night! It is a fun, team building event, which fosters creativity, imagination, and is easy 
for ANYONE! The cost will be $45 (traditionally in studio that cost is $40).  This in-
cludes a light dinner and a glass of wine, plus all painting materials, AND you get to 
walk away with memories and your very own piece of BEAUTIFUL art!  Below is a pic-
ture of the painting we will be featuring for the night.  Keep in mind this painting can 
be modified to fit anyone’s color preferences.  Also you are not obligated to paint the 
featured painting.  If you are feeling creative and ambitious you can paint whatever 
your heart desires!  See that CATFACS Registration for more details and how to sign 
up! All payment must be post marked by January 6th to guarantee a spot to paint!.  
Checks should be made payable to CATFACS, and sent to Autumn Francis at Lake-
wood High School, 9700 W. 8th Ave. Lakewood, CO 80215.  These can be sent with 
registration checks, because Katie Quinn and I work in the same office. 

 

Photo Courtesy of Canvas and Cocktails 
Copyright © All Rights Reserved. 
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Student Teaching Placements Fall 2011 
 
Thank you to the following cooperating teachers who are supervising a 
Colorado State University Family and Consumer Sciences teacher can-
didate.  Remember too - each of the following teacher candidates will be 
looking for teaching/long term sub positions in the spring 2012 semes-
ter. 
 
Cooperating Teacher/School                             Teacher Candidate 
 
Malissa Sloan, Standley Lake HS                        Nicki Baca 
Nicole Enders, Niwot HS                                     Carlyn Johnson 
Martha Moore, Rocky Mountain HS                   Kelsey Mauch 
Lindsey Leigh, Creighton Middle School            Jennifer O’Brien 
Melissa Schaefer, Fort Collins High School         Rachel Rahn 
Julie Mitchell, Jefferson High School                   Nicole Wray 
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CATFACS Award Nominations– Dawn Mallette 
 
It is time to nominate those FACS colleagues and friends who continue to make a sig-
nificant impact on Family and Consumer Sciences in Colorado.  Through a committee 
selection process, the selected award winners are recognized at the Winter CATFACS 
conference in Loveland.  Please strongly consider nominating someone.  The awards 
are as follows: 
 
Teacher of the Year 
Recipients of this award must have made significant contributions toward innovative, 
unique and novel programs which are serving to improve Family and Consumer Sci-
ences education. 
 
Outstanding Administrator 
The Colorado Association Teachers of Family and Consumer Sciences recognizes in-
dividuals, organizations, businesses and/or agencies who have made significant con-
tributions to the FCS field and conducted activities which help to promote and expand 
family and consumer sciences education in Colorado. 
 
Outstanding Service - Member or a Friend 

 
 
Outstanding New Family and Consumer Sciences Professional 
The award is meant to encourage new teachers to remain in the profession.  Recipi-
ents of this award must have made significant contributions toward innovative, unique 
and novel programs and have shown a professional commitment early in their careers 
as FACS professionals.  Must have a minimum of three but no more than five years 

To recognize current CATFACS/CACTE members who have made the highest 
meritorious contributions to family and consumer sciences/career-technical 
education through active involvement in the professional organization of the 
Colorado Association Teachers of Family and Consumer Sciences and/or 
CACTE. 
OR 

To recognize an individual or agency outside the field of education that has 

contributed outstanding service and dedication in the promotion of family and 

consumer sciences education in Colorado and to the Colorado Association 

Teachers of Family and Consumer Sciences.   
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2011 – 2012 Colorado FCCLA Important Dates 
 

January 18   Webinar on Prepping State Officer Candidates (4 p.m.)  
January 20  State Conference and Food Events Registration Opens 
January 23   Food Events Planning Meeting at JWU 
February 1  Second Colorado Affiliation Deadline 
   (National dues $9 + State dues $6 = $15 per member and adviser, plus a once a year 
$10     chapter fee)  
February 12 – 18 FCCLA Week 
February 20  State Conference and Food Events Regular Registration Closes 
February 24  State Conference and Food Events LATE Registration Closes 
March 1   Event Chairs Meeting at Lowry 
April 12 – 14  State Leadership Conference – Denver Tech Marriott 
April 13  Food Events Competition – Johnson & Wales University 
Be sure to check the Conferences Page on the Website http://www.fccla.cccs.edu/conferences.htm fre-
quently for District Conferences and additional dates.  
 
Middle School FCCLA – Middle School Chapters are encouraged to affiliate, complete program approvals and com-
pete in the following four events at State Conference: Career Investigation, Chapter Service Project, Illustrated Talk, 
and Interpersonal Communications. For this Pilot Year – Middle School affiliated chapters may submit one entry per 
each of the four events. State Leadership Conference registration fees for Middle School members and advisers are 
$75 per person + $15 fee for event participants, and they are required to stay at the Denver Tech Marriott.  
 
Some News from Executive Council: 

The Early Childhood and Hospitality, Tourism and Recreation STAR Events will be offered at State Leadership 
Conference  

The name of the Fashion Coordination Event will be changed to Fashion Stylist 

A NEW State Event– Get the Word Out: Media Kit  will be offered this year. The Event Guidelines have been 
sent by email and will be on the website by December 1. Thanks to - Malissa Sloan, Sasha Gartin, Lynn Ze-
manek and Lauren Bower – for their development work of this event! 

Lindsey Leuenberger-Klautsch (State Officer Selection Committee) will offer a Webinar on January 18 for 
State Officer Candidates and their advisers regarding their responsibilities and what to expect during the 
selection process. 

An Alumni & Associates and Graduating Seniors Reception is being planned for State Conference, as well as, 
a fun/interactive reception for National Program Participants 
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Denver Cluster Meeting Wrap Up 
Colorado FCCLA and our State Officers and Team Advisers hosted over 1,600 of our closest 
FCCLA Friends from around the Pacific Region and Beyond!  
Thanks to the incredible individuals and schools that helped make it a success! THANKS and a 
BIG SHOUT OUT to all the Colorado Advisers that brought students, to the volunteer Ushers, 
Hospitality Table and Registration Table volunteers, Skill Demonstration Event Chairs and 
Judges and participants, FACS Knowledge Bowl Volunteers, North High School JROTC, Joe 
Marquez CCCS photographer, and Marjorie Reed adviser gift coordinator.  
This was the first year that Skilled Demonstration Events were held and it was a learning experi-
ence for all. CONGRATULATIONS to all of our Colorado Competitors in the Skill Demonstration 
Events representing these high schools: Thunder Ridge, Standley Lake, Vista Academy, North-
glenn, and Roosevelt! These participants will advance to compete during the 2012 National 
Leadership Conference in Orlando, Florida:  

 
 
“Clusters was like a mini nationals and got us pumped up for state competition this coming April,” 
according to Thunder Ridge  FCCLA president Hannah Stoddard, “Clusters was an excellent op-
portunity to make connections with new people, learn new strategies, and have a great time with 
fellow FCCLA members!” 
 
 
 
 

Jaclyn Magnowski Thunder Ridge FCCLA, CO 

Paige Pelton Standley Lake FCCLA, CO 

Sarah Lambert Standley Lake FCCLA, CO 

Hillary Sass Thunder Ridge FCCLA, CO 

Danielle Benton Standley Lake FCCLA, CO 

Bria Hopkins Vista Academy FCCLA, CO 

Nick Engen Standley Lake FCCLA, CO 

Marshawn Robinson Vista Academy FCCLA, CO 

Bakari Turner Vista Academy FCCLA, CO 

Monica Reyes Vista Academy FCCLA, CO 

Tyler Klotz Thunder Ridge FCCLA, CO 

Steven Maresca Northglenn FCCLA, CO 

Bradley Archer Roosevelt FCCLA, CO 

Victoria Kachel Thunder Ridge High, CO 

FCCLA News -Patti Krattenmaker 
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State Charity Efforts – Friendly Reminders…. 
Colorado is supporting the National Outreach Project, SHARE OUR STRENGTH, to 
end childhood hunger in America. For ideas and resources go to http://
www.strength.org/get_involved/fccla_and_no_kid_hungry/ To help meet the state goal 
of raising $10,000 (if each Colorado chapter raised $100 - $200 - we’d make it!) our 
Colorado State Officers are encouraging chapters to host healthy bake sales. To reg-
ister your Bake Sale efforts: follow these easy steps to make your bake sale part of 
the FCCLA National Team! Sign up for the free kit - Register now! 
 
AND…The Spirit Stick is back…be sure to take pictures and keep track of the 
money your chapter raises, cans collected for food drives and the number of 
volunteer hours per chapter. The Spirit Stick will be awarded to the chapter earning 
the most points. The way the points work, example: $100 is equal to 100 points, is 
equal to 100 cans collected, is equal to 100 hours worked is equal to 100 points. 
You’ll be asked to turn in numbers by February 25 and a reporting system will 
be forthcoming. 
 
Support Student Body and the State Program of Work……As a state we want to 
Walk to the Moon! Although we cannot actually walk to the moon we can walk the 
distance. The distance is about 221,463 miles. To help us walk to the moon, chapters 
need to record the amount of time they walked or exercised. Fill out the online form, 
www.fccla.cccs.edu Home page under Students’ What’s New, or direct link:  https://
docs.google.com/spreadsheet/viewform?
formkey=dEo1d0o2SjZzTWpGM2pYdGpWVnYyMHc6MQ Include your exercise 
speed and time and a simple formula will be used to determine the approximate dis-
tance of the exercise. This is Colorado FCCLA’s version of the “Moon Walk” !  
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Retiree News– Margie McCandless 
 
Spread he News 
The Retirtees are coming to the Winter Conference again.   If you know of some retir-
ees, share this with them. 
Registration is only $70.00 to cover the cost  of  the lunch and Awards dinner on Fri-
day.  However, you can attend any of the workshops and activities.  In addition, the 
Retirees will meet on Thur. for lunch at the Chocolate Rose and a tour of the Llama 
Farm with a demo of preparing the wool. 
Retirees can register  on line by going to CATFACS or contacting Margie MCCandless 
at margiemccandless@comcast.net or (303) 940-6960 for additional details. 
 

CATFACS Fall Newsletter 

2011-12 Secondary CTE Regional Standards Workshops: Katy Blatnick-Gagne 

The Colorado Community College System (CCCS) will be in your vicinity this year 
with nine full-day Regional Career and Technical Education Workshops.  The purpose 
of these workshops is to provide an opportunity for all secondary CTE administrators, 
educators, and counselors to meet with state Career and Technical Education 
staff.  The focus of the regional workshops will be the alignment of academics, com-
mon core standards, and CTSO events with CTE programs, Plans of Study (POS), 
and Individual Career and Academic Plans (ICAP).  Participants will gain important 
knowledge of the academics that already exist within their CTE programs and the 
need to intentionally teach to these standards. 
These are excellent workshops for both new and experienced CTE instructors 
and administrators, as well as school administrators and counselors. 
If you’d like to find out more about the workshops listed below, please review the at-
tached flyer and agenda.  If you’re interested in registering right now, please do so at 
http://www.rsvpbook.com/event.php?437465.  Registration is free of charge, but 
space is limited so register early! 
 

Workshop Schedule   (8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.) 

 

Denver– Colorado Community college System (CCCS) Friday, Jan. 13, 2012 

Colorado Springs-Pikes Peak Community College 
(tentative) 

Friday, Feb. 3,2012 

mailto:margiemccandless@comcast.net
https://webmail.jeffco.k12.co.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=5d7b41dfec5d455d8a423d4eef3d7609&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.rsvpbook.com%2fevent.php%3f437465
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Retiree Activities :Margie McCandless 
margiemccandless@comcast.net   
 
Exhibits and Fundraising:  Gail Headley,  Vicky Nolan 
gail.headley@dcsdk12.org  
vicky_nolan@dpsk12.org  
 
Legislation: Peggy Calhoun 
acalhoun@jeffco.k12.co.us 
 
Professional Partners:Katy Blatnick-Gagne 
Patti Krattenmaker 
katy.blatnick-gagne@cccs.edu  

patti.krattenmaker@cccs.edu  
 
Membership: Cyn Hardy 
chardy3@cherrycreekschools.org  
 
Middle School: Shannon Dreessen, Lindsey Leigh 
sdreesse@psdschools.org 
lpleigh@jeffco.k12.co.us    
 

Public Relations: Terry Oakley 
toakley@jeffco.k12.co.us  
 
 
By-Laws: Audra Cooper 
audra.cooper@dcsdk12.org 

President: Martha Batch 

mbatch@jeffco.k12.co.us 
 
President Elect:  Laura Alsdorf 
 
laura.alsdorf@dcskk12.org 

 

Past President/Archives: Gail Anderson 

gailhanderson@earthlink.net  

 

Secretary: Brenda Mullins 

mullins_brenda@stvrain.k12.co.us  
 

Treasurer:  Katie Quin 
 
katie.quin@dcsdk12.org  
 
Awards and Hall of Fame: Linda Valentine and Dawn 
Mallette 
scott_valentine@comcast.net 
dawn.mallette@colostate.edu  
 
Banquet and Social: Autumn Francis 
afrancis@jeffco.k12.co.us 
 
Professional Grants:  Kim Baldwin 
 
kimberly.baldwin@dcsdk12.org 
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