
 
Happy spring!  It is hard to believe that the 2010 – 
2011 school year is winding down and in its final 
weeks.  I know this is a busy time for everyone but I 
hope you manage to find some time to enjoy the 
“greening up” that is happening all around us. 
 
The CATFACS conference which was held January 27 
– 29 at the Marriott hotel in Colorado Springs was, 
by all accounts, a huge success!  We set an atten-
dance record this year with over 160 people in atten-
dance.  A big thank you to everyone who helped in 
the planning and organizing of this year’s confer-
ence, as well as to all of you who attended.  It was 
great to see many new faces this year and I think 
that everyone walked away with lots of great infor-
mation.  Remember…… as Dr. Rouse says, “Wellness 
is a choice.”  If you are interested, many of the pre-
senters allowed us to put their presentation materi-
als on our website for your use.  Visit the CATFACS 
website at www.catfacs.org  if you would like to ac-
cess any of the materials. 
 
One of the common comments that we received in 
regard to the conference this year had to do with the 
conference location.  Many of you who responded to 
our survey indicated that you would like to see us 
move back north.  We took you seriously and will be 
having next year’s winter conference in Loveland at 
the Embassy Suites just off of I-25. The dates have 
been set and we have a beautiful location for our 
conference January 26 – 28, 2012.  Please put those 
dates on your calendars as we hope to see you all 
there next year. 
 
The CACTE summer conference will be July 19, 20, 
and 21 in Loveland, also at the Embassy Suites. Reg-
istration materials are available online on the CACTE 
website at www.cacte.org   You can also make your 
hotel reservations through the CACTE website. Be 
sure to take advantage of a great rate at a great ho-
tel for a great conference! The board is working to 
provide informative and exciting workshops for the 

Family and Consumer Science division day, which is 
Thursday July 21.  We will no longer be installing new 
officers during summer conference.  Thanks to a by-laws 
change, we are now doing officer elections and installa-
tion at winter conference when a larger number of 
members are present.  CACTE looks to be a great confer-
ence and we’d love to have you join us in July. 
 
We will be looking for people who are interested in 
serving on the CATFACS Executive Committee beginning 
in January.  This year we are in need of candidates for 
President-elect and Secretary.  Please contact me at 
mbatch@jeffco.k12.co.us if you are interested or would 
like to nominate someone for an office. 

 
I think that about says it all.  Please feel free to contact 
the board with any thoughts, suggestions, concerns, or 
comments via the CATFACS website, www.catfacs.org. 
Happy spring, everyone and enjoy your summer vaca-
tion! 
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Membership 
Your Membership Gives You a Voice  

And helps keep your job funded 
  

I strongly encourage all of you who are not members to 
join ACTE/CACTE/CATFACS.  We do not have a voice 
with legislators if we do not belong to our professional 
organizations.  ACTE and CACTE lobby for us and help 
save programs and jobs!  In these times of budget cut-
backs, having a voice is crucial! 
  
 Some of the benefits of belonging to these organiza-
tions are: they represent us with legislators at State 
and National levels (the more members, the stronger 
our voices), they provide incredible opportunities for 
professional growth and networking, and many other 
benefits.  Our CATFACS Winter Conference and the 
CACTE Summer Conference are some of the many 
benefits.  Networking with our fellow teachers and 
members is invaluable.  “Techniques” magazine has 
fabulous information. 
  
Dues qualify as a reimbursable CTE expense.  Many 
districts allow you to join using your CTE budget.  Ask 
in your district!  ACTE dues are $80 for affiliated mem-
bership, $31 retired membership, free student mem-
bership.  This includes one ACTE division dues.  Addi-
tional divisions are $10 each. 
Colorado ACTE dues are $50 professional membership, 

$25 retired membership, $10 student membership. 

Membership: Cynthia Hardy Retiree News: Margie McCandless 

 

Hello Retirees, 
Just a quick update on our activities at the CATFACS Winter 
Conference in Colorado Springs, Jan. 27 - 29th.  Ten retirees 
met at the Golden Bee at the Broadmoor for lunch ( and it 
was paid for by the CACTE Executive Director).  After lunch 
we had an hour long historic tour of the Broadmoor and 
then it was on to the Marriott for the conference. 
The keynote speaker was exciting and informative and we 
all were able to find several workshops that were relevant 
to retirees.  The Chocolate Diet was right up my alley!!  The 
meals were great and Awards were exciting as usual. 
Each year we have opted to be a contributing group to CAT-
FACS.  This year we filled 12 or more big baskets of items for 
door prizes.  Next year each retiree will bring a basket filled 
items related to some event -  holiday, travel, hobbies, 
etc.  In addition we held a "Noisy Collection".  Armed with 
metal containers, we wandered the halls, shaking our cans, 
not those that are part of our bodies, and collected 
$85.00.  The money will help the FCCLA fund raiser for Mira-
cle Children's Network. 
In our gab fests, we learned that most of us are very techno-
logically challenged  when it comes to not only twittering 
tweeting, facebook, etc. but even our computers and cell 
phones.  So we are going to try to find someone to bring us 
up to snuff on these technological nightmares in a workshop 
next year. 
And of course, we reminisced, laughed, hugged and just 
enjoyed our old, (but young in spirit} friends.  We have given 
ourselves a nickname, the Alpha Girls, thanks to Miriam. 
We hope to see more of you next year.  Remember, as retir-
ees we pay no registration, just the cost of the luncheon and 
Awards dinner.  So hope to have a bigger turnout next year. 
If you know of recent retirees, spread the work and have 
them contact me by e-mail, phone (303 940 6960) or mail 
(13762 Legend Way, #102, Broomfield 80023. 
Check the e-mail addresses above and see if a friend of 
yours is missing from my list. 
Those attending were Gail Anderson, Diane Bever, Carol 
Blatnik and Katy's new son, Miriam Chavies, Kathy Fabrizius, 
Judy Heath, Sheryl Heffner, Diane Holmberg, Barb Morey, 
Mary Stecklein, Linda Valentine, Arleta Walden and yours 
truly.  As you can see we come from all around the state so 
find a buddy and join us in 2012. We'd love to see you! 
Margie 
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Completed fall 2010 
Teacher Candidate                                                Cooperating Teacher/School 

Cortney Aldridge                                                    Janet Niederkorn/Platte Valley High School 
Rachel Benson                                                         Martha Moore/Rocky Mountain High School 
Lindsey Hudek                                                        Cyn Hardy/Smokey Hill High School 
Brenda Washburn                                                  Barb Kindrachuk & Nancy Venkatapathy/Douglas County High School 
  

Student Teaching Spring 2011 
Teacher Candidate                                                  Cooperating Teacher/School 
Michelleann Avilla                                                    Samantha Archer/Roosevelt High School 
Christina DeCrescentis                                             Michelle Scallon/Northridge High School 
Brittany Godlewski                                                   Carrie Vannie/Chatfield High School 
Nancie Halfmann                                                      Gail Headley/Chapparral High School 
Jessica Marble                                                           Brenda Mullins/Longmont High School 
Mary Mullikin                                                            Chris Flemr/Wasson High School 
Stephanie Mullis                                                       Breanna Burdette/Loveland High School 
Kim Obendorf                                                            Cindy Miller/Windsor High School 
Karen Pieper                                                              Lynn Zemanek/Merino High School 
Callie Sexton                                                              Pam Cummings/Dakota Ridge High School 
Erica Spady                                                                 Shelly Kuntz/Loveland High School 
Annie Stenseth                                                          Cathy Toplyn/Poudre High School 
Julie Trosper                                                              Mandy Maestas & Laura Ulmer/Mountain View High School 
Liz Young                                                                    Cindy Hruby & Amber Wharton/Thompson Valley High School 
  

 

Following is a list of the individuals who either completed their student teaching in the fall 2010 semester or who are 

currently completing their student teaching.  All will be looking for employment so please consider following up with 

their cooperating teachers if you are looking to hire for the 2011-2012 school year.  Thank you to all the wonderful 

cooperating teachers. 
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Congratulations CATFACS Award Winners 
The following individuals received recognition at the Colorado Association Teacher of Family and Consumer Sciences 
winter conference.  Congratulations to all the award winners. 
  
CATFACS Teacher of the Year                                                                     Cindy Miller/Windsor High School 
Outstanding New Family and Consumer Sciences Professional                   Audra Cooper/Thunder Ridge High School 
CATFACS Outstanding Administrator            Deniece Cook/St. Vrain Valley School District  
                      & Ted Seiler/Cherry Creek School District 
CATFACS Outstanding Service                                             Patti Krattenmaker/Colorado Community College System-FCCLA 

  

  



 
 
State Leadership Conference and Food Events Competition Wrap Up 

Over 1,000 students, advisers and guests participated in the 2011 FCCLA State Leadership Conference.. The Confer-

ence theme was άC//[!Φt²wϣΦbh²έ The 2010-11 State Officer Team carried this theme throughout the confer-

ence sessions (Opening, Banquet and Awards) with a skit, Online Everywhere video production,  Countdown to 

PWRdown, and decorations. 

The FCCLA State Conference was held at the Denver Tech Marriott, April 7-9, while the Food Events Competition 

was hosted by Johnson & Wales (JWU) on Friday, April 22. Students from across Colorado competed in events, 

ranging from Applied Technology and Career Investigation to Life Event Planning and Fashion Design. Workshops 

were well attended and included titles such as “How to Create the Life You Really Want,” “Download FACTS into 

Your Next Road Trip,” and “Help Delete Homelessness.” Keynote Speaker, Justin Lookado, was well received and 

entertained members and advisers while sharing his valuable life experiences. 

Colorado FCCLA sends out special thanks to: event coordinators, all the event chairs and judges and state officers 

and team advisers and chapter advisers and everyone who contributed to making the conference a success! 

State Officers were selected for 2011-2012 school year and they are:  

President— Brittany Sandoval, Northglenn High School 
1st VP— Lauren Ritter, Swink High School 
2nd VP and VP of Publications—Bradley Blackman, ThunderRidge High School 
Secretary and VP of Finance—Emily Niederkorn, Platte Valley High School 
VP of Events— Alexandra Kirschbaum, Merino High School 
VP of Membership and Public Relations — Brittni Crist, Swink High School 
VP of Peer Education and Programs – Stetson Edgar, Sanford High School 
VP of Recognition—Chelsea French, Bear Creek High School 
National Officer Candidate - Zack Kirschbaum, Merino High School 
 

The Food Events Competition took place on Friday April 22nd at Johnson & Wales University. Twenty-eight 

Colorado High Schools were represented, with 140 students competing in 6 Colorado Occupational Food 

Service Events and the National Culinary Arts STAR Event. The top team in the Culinary Arts Event was 

from CEC Middle College and will compete at the FCCLA National Leadership Meeting in Anaheim Califor-

nia this July. Each member of the three-member team received $1,000 scholarships from Johnson & 

Wales University. Congrats to all who attended and competed! 

FCCLA News -Patti Krattenmaker 
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Congratulations to: 

These Chapters that have National STAR Event Qualifiers: Adams 12 Five Star, Akron, Arapahoe, Bayfield, 
Bear Creek, Briggsdale, CEC Middle College, Centauri, Cheraw, Cherry Creek, Elizabeth, Highlands 
Ranch, Holyoke, Meeker, Merino, Montrose, Mountain View, Mountain Vista, Niwot, Northglenn, 
Northridge, Otis, Prairie View, Pueblo East, Roosevelt, Salida, Sanford, Standley Lake, Vista Ridge, 
Wray 

Thornton High School for earning the Up Membership Award for increasing their affiliated members 

from 14 to 48, an increase of 242%! 

These Advisers for their Achievements: 

Robert Van Dyke – Outstanding New Adviser 

Dalene Bricker – Outstanding Adviser 

Janet Niederkorn – Spirit of Advising 

Malissa Sloan – Master Adviser 

To these advisers for their years of service - 5 years  
Nicole Allen     Sue Less 
Nicole Babbitt    Sandra Mueller 
Angela DePue    Robin Peterson 
Sarah Davis   Carrie Vanni 
Amber Freeman    
Sasha Gartin 
Gail Headley 
 
          10 years: 
David Bochmann  Connie Black 
Cynthia Hardy    Mary June 
 
15 years: 
Marcella Hiebert 
Helen McLaughlin 
 
          20 years: 
Kimberly Baldwin  Tom Bruce 
 
          25 years: 
Lorraine Cortese  Donna Erlewine 
Lynn Hillard    Leila Koenig 
Patti Rains 
 
Colorado FCCLA thanks all advisers for your dedication to your students!  
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Colorado FCCLA Important Dates for 2011 ς 2012 
Mark Your Calendars and Your School Calendars! 

 
Important Dates for 2011 ς 2012 

 
 
 
Questions? Contact Patti Krattenmaker: patti.krattenmaker@cccs.edu  

June 13-14 Executive Council (includes State Officers) Summer Planning 

Meeting in Breckenridge 

June 15-17 State Officer CTSO Training in Breckenridge 

July 8 - 14 National Leadership Conference – Anaheim CA 

August 4 

Leadership Training - Johnson & Wales – Denver 

New Adviser Institute Session planned 

Watch for details in your emails – Mid May 

Sept TBD 
Executive Council Fall Planning Meeting (earlier to prepare 

for Cluster Meeting) 

  

October 9-12 Capitol Leadership - Washington, DC 

Nov 1 
Colorado First Affiliation Deadline – chapters must be affili-

ated to attend Cluster Meeting 

Nov 11 - 13 
National Cluster Meeting Denver CO – all Colorado Chapters 

are encouraged to attend 

April 12-14, 2012 
2012 State Leadership Conference - Denver Tech  

Marriott 
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Retiree Activities :Margie McCandless 
margiemccandless@comcast.net   
 
Exhibits and Fundraising:  Gail Headley,  Vicky Nolan 
gail.headley@dcsdk12.org  
vicky_nolan@dpsk12.org  
 
Legislation: Peggy Calhoun 
acalhoun@jeffco.k12.co.us 
 
Professional Partners:Katy Blatnick-Gagne 
Patti Krattenmaker 
katy.blatnick-gagne@cccs.edu  

patti.krattenmaker@cccs.edu  
 
Membership: Cyn Hardy 
chardy3@cherrycreekschools.org  
 
Middle School: Shannon Dreessen, Lindsey Leigh 
sdreesse@psdschools.org 
lpleigh@jeffco.k12.co.us    
 

Public Relations: Terry Oakley 
toakley@jeffco.k12.co.us  
 
 
By-Laws: Audra Cooper 
audra.cooper@dcsdk12.org 

President: Martha Batch 

mbatch@jeffco.k12.co.us 
 
President Elect:  Laura Alsdorf 
 
laura.alsdorf@dcskk12.org 

 

Past President/Archives: Gail Anderson 

gailhanderson@earthlink.net  

 

Secretary: Brenda Mullins 

mullins_brenda@stvrain.k12.co.us  
 

Treasurer:  Katie Quin 
 
katie.quin@dcsdk12.org  
 
Awards and Hall of Fame: Linda Valentine and Dawn 
Mallette 
scott_valentine@comcast.net 
dawn.mallette@colostate.edu  
 
Banquet and Social: Autumn Francis 
afrancis@jeffco.k12.co.us 
 
Professional Grants:  Kim Baldwin 
 
kimberly.baldwin@dcsdk12.org 
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